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“The AK-47 vs. the M16: The Propeller Group, All the World’s Future,
Arsenale,” Canvas, July 2015.

CAITVdAS

yet critical wiewings of the world. Knowen for work such
as the notorious Habibi, a bronze statue of head-butting
foothaller Zineding Zidane, and the subject of the 2013
axhibition (Hge dor at Mathal: Arab Museum of Moderm
Artin Dohg, hare he showicases his signature sharp-adged
humour. From far away his lilies ook serene and organic,
bt Closer inspaction reveals thelr structure of knives and
machetes. 4 shocking realisation follows that they are
ruinous to touch - prick your finger and you will bleed -
and they suddenly become objects of fear.

THEAK-47VS THE MT6
THE PROPELLER GROUP
ALL THE WORLD'S FUTURES, ARSENALE

It turns out that a bullet, when fired into a long oblong of
dense Clear gal, filmead and played back in slow maotion, iz 2
beautifiul thing. Deadly, but beautiful It pierces what looks
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imohied are laden with historical significance. Both are
icons of the ColdWar, and both have been seen as symbals
of freadom: the M1& by the Americans, and the Ak-47 @ka
Kalashnikow) by the Soviets as a symbol of revolution. Wwhat,
asks The Propeller Group happens when thase two sworn
enemiss meet and are forced info a violent dialogue? These
“wieapons of peace"continue thair march across the glabe
and are still vary much in use today. Can they aver force
twio wiarring sides to unite, fusad in peace like tiwo melting
bullets, or are they anly aver objacts for ripping, tearing and
gouging? Can peace aver be bom through violence?

What is even more interasting is that of the two videos
ondisplay alongside the gel block, the first shows a misfre,
with the Ak-47 going through but the M1E not tiggering.
It is in the second wvideo, and the second shot, that the
collision is captured. The gel block is the kind used by
the FBI for their forensic tests, and creatad to mimic the
density of human tissue. It bears the scars of what The
Frapeller Group member Tuan Andraw Mguyen refers to
as"surreal destruction”

like ice, shooting through in nanoseconds and leaving
a trall in its wake that combusts and implodes in roiling
toiling wawes that send shockwaves through the block,
What is so striking is not just the bullet’s trajectory itself,
but the carnage it wraaks in its wake - no clean, surgical
path, but a ragged, torn fault line. And now, another bullet
is fired through the same wound - but wait, there are
now two bullets hurtling towards each ather colliding in
miniature explosions and bursting into small clouds asthe
gunpowder leaves behind its deadly gift. The ballistics gel
block nowy resem bles cracked ice. Imagine that inside ywour
body: awap the clean, clear gel for flesh and blood, organs
and waing, skin and bone What a pretty battlefizlid,

The AK-47vws The M6 is part of 2 series called Unfve rse of
Coffisions, an ongoing project created to explore a unique
phenomenon: thase rare historical cases in which bullets
from opposing sides of the warfield have collided with
aach other and fused into 3 single collapsed projectile,
Rather like the odds of two particles colliding in the Hadron
Collider, thoss for two bullets meaeting in thisway are also
mary millions to one - and yet they do happen. The guns

RACISTIN SOUTH AFRICA
WILLEM BOSHOF
SOUTH AFRICAN PAVILION

For its 2015 edition, curators Jeremy Rose and Christopher
Till of the South African Pavilion decided to take a leaf from
Ol Enweezar's A The Wrds Futures and examine t friom a
South Aftican perspective. WhaF remaing I farmorom brings
together 14 artists in a variety of media, fiom photagraphy
and film to mixed media installations, in order to cxaming
hecwe the past can come back to hauntthe presant The artists
selected 10 represent South Africa delve into its complax
history and prasent to deal with wiolence, imperialism,
colonialism, mongy, power and the country's ongoing
race issues and xenophobia "If we are 1o understand our
contemporary. maoment, and plot our future so that i s
more equitable just and humane than the present, write the
curators in thalr statement, "ther] we must grapeple once
more withour histore”
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